
McNerney Pushes for San Joaquin Water Projects

          

Votes to override Bush veto on Water Resources Development Act

  
    

November 6, 2007

  
      

Washington, D.C. – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11), who serves as a member of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, as well as vice-chairman of the Water Resources and the Environment Subcommittee, backed a bipartisan effort to override President Bush’s veto of the Water Resources Development Act, long-overdue legislation that lays out a national water infrastructure policy.

 

The Water Resources Development Act, H.R. 1495, passed the House today by a vote of 361 to 54.

 

“It has been seven years since the Congress passed a substantive water resources bill. Such legislation is long overdue,” said Rep. McNerney.  “Unfortunately, rather than work with the Congress to push these critical flood control, navigation, beach erosion control, and environmental restoration projects forward, the President has chosen to stand in the way.”

 

The Water Resources Development Act includes important projects for Stockton and San Joaquin County, including funds to reimburse the city and county for flood control protections as well as a major new water infrastructure project to provide Stockton with a supplemental water supply.
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“There is no question that here in San Joaquin County, water projects – both flood control and water supply – are critically important,” Rep. McNerney said.  “Passing this bill was a big first step in advancing important flood control and water supply projects.  Knowing their importance, I am proud to support them again today.”

 

In particular for Stockton and San Joaquin County, the Water Resources Development Act authorizes:

    -  A $5.5 million reimbursement for Stockton and San Joaquin County for flood-control improvements made along the Upper Calaveras River and Lower Mosher Slough, and 
    -  $33 million for the Delta Water Supply Project, a major water infrastructure project to develop a new supplemental water supply for the City of Stockton. 

In order to meet projected increases in water demand in Stockton, the Delta Water Supply Project will divert water from the San Joaquin River, treat the Delta water at a new water treatment plant, and distribute the treated water for municipal and industrial uses.

 

The major elements of the project include a surface water diversion facility with fish screens on the San Joaquin River, new pipelines to convey the water to a new water treatment facility located north of Eight Mile Road, and treated water transmission pipelines to deliver water to the City’s existing water distribution system.  The project will withdraw water from the Delta equal to the amount discharged into the Delta, based on approval from the State of California.

 

This WRDA bill authorizes $23 billion for projects and studies over a 15-year period, reflecting a backlog of seven years of project requests.  With the 107th, 108th, and 109th Congresses failing to pass a WRDA bill, this is really four WRDA bills rolled into one.

 

The Water Resources Development Act initially passed the House back in April.  The Senate passed a version in May.  Then a conference committee with members from both houses, including Rep. McNerney, met to reconcile differences.  The version of the Act that passed the House in early August was the “conference report” – the reconciled version of the bill.  The Senate passed the conference report in late September.  President Bush vetoed the legislation last Friday, November 2.
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